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Egypt has decided to.pull- .out an; }
r det’ense bngade that it sent to-

Caxro in early Januax;yonad
hat the _issue * 1 €

. :’the Egyptxans if th_ ey press, him_ tooj, g
hard and even make a‘new alliance o
i with his chief tenemy, Muammar;
. Qaddafi of leya R .
i [Close senior aides.of Qaddaﬁ and:
- Nimeri met secretly in’ Paris two:
: weeks ago to’discuss ending sup--
- port for each other’s opposition reb--
_els, Agence France-Presse reported:
.'Sunday, quoting-thé London news-_"
.paper The Observer:] . i
7 .Still, Egyptian: backlng is? prob-,
‘ably crucial to’his-fate, for without ;
: “it his survival in face of the mount-* '
~-ing internal opposmon to hlS ruIe
appears uncertain.

- Egypt is bound by a defense trea-.;

g to defend Sudan agamst any ex- ]
ternal aggressxon In 1982 the two
; natlons‘mgned | normc mtegra
txon pact. o "
*The defense éaty. does not comi- -
mlt Carro to helpmg Nxmen against
' mternal unrest ibut- Egyptxan ‘mili- -
: tary mterventlon already has 'saved ‘
“him’ from hrs .enemies --at least
twrce—-once i 1971'agamst ‘the
,Commumsts and 3 second time in i
July: 1976 ‘agdinst 4 Lrbyan-backed ]
: armed msurrectlon in the.capital. -
Af One well -infor
ource’'said thiat he “was':
Ced that the Sudanese Armyt
fully .~supports Nrm i

guarantee
large]y ‘be:
,4cause Egyptran and- U. S ofﬁcxals
1are worried about chaos eruptmg if .
‘*Nxmenf suddenly exxts “from’* the
ormy. Sii danese pohtxcal stage S
: dmrt however that relaf‘

ya and Ethlopla“already
olved “in aldmg an armed :

iy contacts between Calro and Suda-

nese ~opposmon representat:ves
“since lastt Spnng “These Sudanese
emxssanes hav,. been travehng to ]

A t:mro w1th the_ message that’ Egypt

s';makmg A’ grave error in: a850ci: "
ting, 1tself $0- closely imth‘the Nl- :

They have been emphasrzmg th
eéd for Egypt to ‘stop Supporting - ki

';Nlmen to” maintain good* relatlons 2

iwith the Sudan Otherwxse ‘What-
‘éver - ‘regime. comes “Will. hold -
{Egypt] respon51ble g sald the Su- -
““danese source who has good ‘con- -
“tacts w1th’ both the Egyptxan gov- s
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“awaré “of theif pred:cament but do‘;’;{
not know what:to- ‘do.”Underlying !
-their uncertamty ‘is an - unspoken
fear that “Nimeri is’ unpredlctable
enough if they’ ‘push too hard: to
“seize upon the growmg antl-Egyp- “
‘fian sentimerit .in -his country to -
- ‘throw out the Egyptlans ina bxd to
“bolster his fadmg populanty o
Egyptiar : President “Hosni 'Mu--
::barak, has | ‘been: .using.a kid gloves | l
wapproach toward :Nimerij, preach—‘
~sing . moderatxon and. reconciliation
+7to him in xhelr frequent meetings.]
+But ’\hmerx sfdecnsxon in January to
hang ‘the 76-year-old leader of the
Repubhcan Brothers,",a moderate?
- “Moslem. sect;illiistrates ; that th
' 'iMubarak soft line'is not workrng
= Egypt ¢ also has been trying to act "
as mediator between’Nnmen and
.ithe leader of theiarmed” ‘rebellion jn: |
zsouthern Sudan3John Garang But. |
early’January, Garang ruled.out |
“alks and vowed to continue f1gh i g
: Auntrl Nlmen is overthrown. -
The Egyptlan pohtrcal estabhsh— .

The droughta
as; affected
of wate fl'

i The. rebels have forced a halt, to”
~‘work on the Jonglei canal’ project,
that promised .to provide addltlonal
tens of billions -of cubic meters of
-“water annually; ost of it for Egypt. "
A pro-Nimeri faction, led by De-
fense :mestern Moharimed-Abu-
Ghazala 1 ’argumg that the stategic?
mpormhce‘of Sudan on the upper’
‘waters of the Nile, combmed with |
‘the threat from Ethiopia and’ Libyad,
‘make it imperative that Cairo stick~
thh Nimeri no matter what. . .

“ Abu Ghazila, in his outlook is’
close to the Reagan administration
‘in viev;ring Sudan in terms of the
communist - “threat" to Afrlca m

C Gty
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P general and Egypt in partrcular and' , a general;_- eé]mg
sensitive to the fact that Et}uopla “here, -albeit a-fading- -one, that Ni-.
and beya are both Sovietarmed.- ; meri’s problems could be solved
‘ "An ¢ opposmg faction, led: by cml- pohtncally, even at this late date, 1f‘
*" jan§ in the office of the presxdency ‘he would make some concrlxatory
and the Forexgn Mlmstry and re- : - gestures toward southetn Sudan. B
‘ 28 These, Egyptian - pohcy-makers
_‘ Egyptian - intelligénce officers' has say, would involve restoring region-
"been_trying to draw a distinction : "al autonomy there, backing off on
- between Egypt’s support of Sudan  his quest for a strict application of
. as a country and Nimeri as a leader. " Islamic law to the Christian-led
. This faction also has been point- ‘south and giving the south a share’
“ing to the need for Egypt to view : “in Sudan’ s new-found oxl wealth lo-
.- Sudan as part of an overall “Nile ~ ‘cated there. . . i
. ‘basin pohcy” that takes account of At the heart of the Egyptxan ,
" the’ equal 1mportance rof Ethlopla : lemma is the lack of ‘any attract.lve‘?‘
and U ganda where the headwaters + valternatives to Nimeri as a leader E
: Nile ar ) - Egyptxan fears for the futuré ‘of |
This” school of thoughT believes - ‘Sudan -are";only “made “worse by :
.- Egypt .must. improve, 1ts,re1atxons ' “Garang’s Ethiopian and Libyan con-.
' w1th Ethlopxa in partxcular and work

‘nections and* the Jprevious strong’ |
opposition to Egypt of Sadiq Mahdi,” |
to dlssocxate Caxro from the Nlmen who'is. the' leader’ of ‘Sudan’s pow-;
« regime before it is too late. | erful ‘Mahdist movement and a lead-"

- This “civilian . factxon,” as one 7ing opposition figure. . .- . .- -+
Arab dxplomat called’ it, includes { . & Mahdi ‘has been’ among those
“ some"of President Mubarak’s clos- | sendmg emissaries to ‘Cairo to re-

' - gst ‘aides, mcludmg Osama -Baz, his assure Egyptxan leade:s ihat heJS

>.top foreign: affairs - adviser.’ Many not antr-Egyptlan

. top Forexgn Mmrstry ofﬁcxals agree Before the. 1976 abortxve coup

{-privately. “attempt that - Mahdi. led; “he “had

E: ~Asked in an interview whether he |  close ties with Libya’s Qaddafi, now '

thought Egypt should continue to | : & a sworn enemy of the Mubarak go

[’back Nimeri, Butros Ghali,the min- ernment -

ister-of state for forengn ‘affairs in The other possxble course for'the .

- charge'partxculary ‘of Egypt’s rela- Egyptians,: who' still have -a-lot -of |'

tions with:Africa, replied, “I cannot’ influence ‘with “the - ‘Sudanese “mili:

_-answer on_ _the dlpiomatm ievel but tary, wouldbe to back an officer’or

i .2a group of ‘officers in:the Sudanese

Army in a takeover bid;: o

: Egyptxans ‘officials’ seem: o feel

e beer 1ead1ng th;s is éasier said than’ done, how-

the Egyptxan campaign t6 improve- ; - ever. They point out that the Army

Egypt’s relations with Ethicpia and : 1s 50 weak and internally, -split:

: ‘to act as. mediator bétween Nimeri among factions. with | drffenng po-]

:&and rebel 1eader Garang L hncal allegiances that finding: any-

S one. capable -of . holdmg it ‘together
other than Nimeri is a rlsky bus'

In addltlon the Army isincreds-

mgly preoccupxed with- contalmng

ithe southem-based rebelhon, mak-

mg “any. “concerted action agamst

NlmEI'l extremely difficult. © . -

" This lack of . altematlves to Ni-

merx as the Egyptians see. the sit-

“uation there, has led to a kind -of

““hope for the best” policy of sticking

~with him for the time being—or at

. least until the badly divided oppo-

sition forms some kind of. united

-front and viable a]temative for

Egypt to support.-.
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